
family above the funeral home. A lifelong resi-

dent of Port Washington, he is a member of St. 

Mary’s Church, the Port Washington Lions 

Club, the WJ Niederkorn/Eghart House, and of 

course the Port Washington Historical Society.  

Patrick offers a picture presentation of the 

changes over the past century and the celebra-

tion of the Poole Funeral Home’s 100th Anni-

versary. On 

display will 

be several 

photo al-

bums depict-

ing the 

many years 

of service to 

the Port 

Washington 

community. 

Volume 24, Issue 4 

Mary Flierl 

October 1, 1913, marked the beginning of the Poole Funeral 

business. W. D. Poole from Cedarburg and his brother Eugene 

began their business in what some of the older generation may 

remember as the location of Mary 

Bichler’s Store on Franklin Street at 

the bottom of St. Mary’s church hill. 

Great grandson Patrick Poole is a 

third generation funeral director in 

the family business. Pat will present 

the history and evolution of the busi-

ness over the past century at the 

PWHS Annual Meeting on Wednes-

day, October 23, 2013. 

After his marriage to Lisa 

Wunsch, Patrick, like his parents and 

grandparents, lived and raised his 
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PW Historical Society Rummage event: Oct. 26 
Geri Zehren 

The Main Street Farmers Market ends with a Harvest 

Fest on Saturday, Oct 26. We would like to join in the event 

by having a rummage sale at the 205 N. Franklin St. Blake 

Building. How fun it will be to join in community activities 

at our own downtown location. In the past we have used 

various central locations through generous sponsors to pro-

mote our Society. Now we are a true downtown presence.  

So we are asking if you have special items you could 

donate to make this a first class rummage sale. Old or new 

items of quality would be appreciated. As in the past, we ask 

you to price your items in advance, and please know we 

may have to negotiate with buyers. You will receive a re-

ceipt from the Society, a 501(c)3 organization, for tax pur-

poses at the time you donate the item. Items can be dropped 

off at 205 N. Franklin St. beginning Sat. Oct. 19 through 

Thurs. Oct. 24. Items not sold will be donated to another 

cause. 

If you have questions or need an item to be picked up, 

please call the office at (262) 268-9150. Or you may contact 

me at my home number, (262) 284-2547. Thanks for helping 

with this fundraising event.    

http://www.portwashingtonhistoricalsociety.org


President’s Message 
Dear Members, 

The renovation of the front of the Resource Center is well under way and 

will be completed in the coming weeks. The windows are in, the door will soon 

be installed, drywall is going up, and painting is being done. If you are in the 

area, come by to check it out. Signage for the building will be added in the 

coming months, and work on the west entrance will be done in early winter. A 

recognition and celebration of the work done will commence when we have 

completed both areas. Stay tuned. 

Organizations such as the 

Port Washington Historical 

Society are successful 

because of the people that 

volunteer their time and 

donate funds to sustain it. 

With the acquisition of 

additional buildings, it is 

important as we head into the 

future to support all of our 

endeavors—the light station, 

resource center, and 

museum. I ask that 

consideration be given to 

sustain the Society by including our organization in your will or estate plans, 

thereby leaving a legacy in your name or that of a loved one. 

Through the efforts of many we have had a positive effect on the city of Port 

Washington by restoring first its 1860 lighthouse and now the 1852 Blake 

Building that houses the Resource Center. Later this fall efforts will begin to 

establish a local history museum in the 1907 Henry & Hill Building on Franklin 

Street.  

An organization is only as strong as the dedicated people that work to 

sustain it. At the Light Station there are more than 23 volunteers that give of 

their time. At the Resource Center more than 24 volunteers help within the 

office and research/archive areas. A crew of six help to keep the building open 

on Fridays and Saturdays. This newsletter takes the time and efforts of 13 

people to write the articles, print it, and do the mailing. Countless others make 

possible the Maritime Heritage Festival, fundraisers like Spring in Bloom and 

the annual dinner, open houses, rummage sales, quarterly meetings, and the 

many ways we participate in community events and Main Street.  

We exist because of the efforts of our members and friends.  If a request is 

extended to help in some way, please give some thought on how you might 

participate in the life of the organization. As organizations go, volunteers are 

always needed in some capacity.   

It is said that it takes a village to raise a child. Well, it takes the efforts of 

many to make an organization successful. Volunteering is rewarding and gives 

purpose to life. We invite you to join us and make the Port Washington 

Historical Society the best it can be. 

 

Jackie Oleson, President 

PW Historical Society Board of Directors 
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Lee Schlenvogt, Vice-President  
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Mike Keller  

Patricia Moren  

Jeff Morgan 

Deb Neulreich 
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Michele Weiland  
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Rick Smith, Director  

Kathie Gordon, Assist. Director  
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Michele Weiland 

 

Quarterly Programs  

Mary Flierl  

 

Membership  

Ann Flierl  

 

Contact information  

portwashhistsoc@att.net  

262-268-9150  

P. O. Box 491  

205 N. Franklin Street 

Port Washington, WI 53074  

 

Website  

portwashingtonhistoricalsociety.org  

 

Historical Perspectives  

is published four times a year by the 

Port Washington Historical Society  

 

Membership  
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$50-$500 Enhanced 
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NEW BOARD OF DIRECTORS ELECTION 
Mary Flierl 

 

We are grateful for the service of the four whose 

terms are expiring this year and who have chosen not 

to continue to serve on the Board. 

Kathie Gordon has served 2 three-year terms on 

the Board, most recently as the Secretary. She as-

sumed the position as Assistant Director at the Light 

Station and feels the need to devote a major part of her 

time to that job. 

Mike Keller has also served 2 three year terms on 

the Board. He will continue to serve the Society in the 

areas of his expertise. 

In addition to her work on the Board, Pat Moren 

has been a dedicated office volunteer. She will con-

tinue in that role and has also chosen to assist with the 

record keeping for the Advisory Board for the new 

museum. 

Michele Weiland, besides serving on the Board 

four years, is responsible for the newsletter, published 

four times a year. She has chosen to make that her pri-

ority. 

The Nominating Committee is pleased to present 

the membership with four individuals who have an 

interest in preserving the history and heritage of the 

Port Washington area as candidates for the Board of 

Directors election which will take place at the October 

23 Annual Meeting. 

Kathie Schaefer’s experience as an elementary 

teacher, technology coordinator, and United Way 

fundraiser as well as her volunteer work in the Port 

Washington Woman’s Club will bring much needed 

expertise to the Board. 

Karen Weber also has a background in teaching. 

She has also shown leadership in the Port Washington 

Woman’s Club as Past 2nd V.P. and Recording Secre-

tary. She is currently the Scholarship Chair. Karen 

keeps busy as a United Way Board Member and is in-

volved with the Ozaukee Chorus, Honor Flight Volun-

teer and Guardian, and Character Counts. 

Jim Vollmar brings his knowledge of the operation 

of Port Washington to the Board as past Alderman. 

His experience as an attorney will assist in the many 

decisions we will be facing with the new museum. 

Bob Wilke brings his leadership ability as an offi-

cer in a manufacturing business to the Board. He has 

become a dedicated volunteer at the office and re-

search center since making Port Washington his home. 

His goal is to help increase membership and contribu-

tions using bulk mailings. He also is very interested in 

being involved with the new museum. 

Come to the Wilson House at 6:45 pm on Wednes-

day, October 23, to meet the candidates. 

WELCOME ABOARD! 
 

PWHS ANNUAL DINNER/
DANCE/FUNDRAISER 

 

Date: Friday evening, October 18 

Time:  5 p.m. to 11 p.m. 

Place:  Memories Ballroom 

   1077 Lake Dr., Port Washington 

Attire: Casual 
 

Join us for dinner . . .  
stay for the fun and games 

 

What more can we say?  This is 
THE major fundraising event for 
the Society and we hope you and 
your friends will consider joining 
us.  You do NOT have to be a 
member to attend.  You DO have 
to want to enjoy an evening of 
good food, fantastic auction 
items, and great raffles and door 
prizes. Tickets are available 
through the Society Office. Phone 
us at 262-268-9150. Deadline for 
ticket sales has been extended to 
Oct. 10. 



Jackie Oleson 

In the late 1800s Friedrich Boerner and his six sons opened general 

stores in Cedarburg, West Bend, Saukville, and Port Washington. They also 

owned the Five Corners Creamery and a major portion of the Gilson Manu-

facturing Co., a tractor producer. The Boerner Brothers Co. was established 

in 1867 and incorporated in 1890. 

There were two Boerner stores in Port Washington.  One store, estab-

lished in 1890, was lo-

cated on the west side of 

the city at the southeast 

corner of Grand Avenue 

and Park Street, selling 

groceries and kindred 

articles.  The Franklin 

Street store was built in 

1910 in the 20th century 

commercial style of archi-

tecture, replacing Jacque’s store and an arcade business. Opened 

for business on January 9, 1911, its grand opening took place on 

February 22, 1911, with a concert by Bach’s Orchestra. The new 

Franklin Street Boerner Brother’s store carried a complete line of 

goods in all departments. 

     In March of 1913 the Grasser Furniture Store rented the third 

floor of Boerner Brother’s Franklin St. store. They advertised that patrons could use the elevator to reach their store. 

By early 1914, the Boerner Brothers Company store business was in trouble. The Boerner Brothers Manufactur-

ing Investment Association itself was liquidated in 1917. Business continued to worsen, with the stores struggling to 

break even in the fight against growing competition, changing ways, and the constraints of the World War I years. In 

1919 the Franklin Street building was sold to pay off debts. In February 1921, Badger Raincoat bought the Franklin 

Street Boerner building for $29,000. 

Henry Boerner managed the west side store until his death in 

1924. Oscar Boerner continued serving there until it closed in 1928. 

The Boerner family ran Cedar Hedge Farm in the 1920s and 

1930s, supplying landscape plantings, perennials, and nursery 

stock. Albert Boerner was known for his horticultural interest and 

knowledge. The Boerner Botanical Gardens are named in recogni-

tion of Albert Boerner and his contributions to the Milwaukee City 

Park System. 

In May of 1968, the Lueptows  purchased the Franklin Street 

Boerner building containing Badger Outerwear, formerly known as 

Badger Raincoat. By 1970 the Lueptow family had moved their fur-

niture store to the Boerner building location. The store was ex-

panded in 1990 and operated until 2006 when the business closed. 

Last year Daniel and Marie Anne Ewig purchased the building. 
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Congratulations and good wishes for success 

from PWHS to the new owners of the 

historic Boerner Mercantile 

BOERNER BUILDING CONTINUES TO THRIVE 

The Boerner Brothers (L-R oldest to youngest): Arthur, Gustave, 

Henry, Theodore, Oscar, and Albert. 

The family name of Boerner is at the top of the 1910 building. 

1914 ad from the Port Washington Star 

http://springinbloom.com/WordPress/gallery/gallery-11/
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Jackie Oleson 

What happens at the Resource Center you might 

ask?  On Monday and Thursday the office is busy with 

checking emails, responding to phone messages, work-

ing with the mail that was picked up, and handling the 

details that require attention for the office and the Soci-

ety. There are deposits to make and bills to pay. Geri 

Zehren, Holly Wilke, and Pat Moren are the heart of tak-

ing care of office matters. They oversee the exhibit area 

and gift shop when visitors come in. 

Research requests come in by phone, email and in 

person. The Smith Bros. research area has been set aside 

for the public to access publications, directories, scrap-

books and binders filled with information on Port Wash-

ington and its people. As part of 

the computer update, a terminal 

has been added to this area to 

allow visitors to access the pho-

tos managed by the Society’s 

museum software. Mary Flierl, 

Jackie Oleson, Michele 

Weiland, Rick Smith and Bob 

Bretl assist in finding the re-

quested information.  

The exhibit area of the RC is 

overseen by Rick Smith and 

Jackie. The current exhibits will 

be changing as we head into winter. Irene Taylor and 

Kathie Schaefer have worked to put together storyboard 

posters for exhibit areas. 

Archival work is going on both the first and second 

floors with photocopying of newspaper accounts and 

rare items so that they can be shared with the public. 

Marlene Richart and the Saturday volunteers do a lot of 

this work. Cataloging photographs and other items into 

museum software happens on the second floor in the 

Mike Ansay Archive Center. Laura Goeden is transcrib-

ing Frieden's church records. JoEllen Schlereth and Bob 

Wilke are inventorying the extensive Wiening Collec-

tion. Bob Bretl works on the photograph collection that 

is now filling numerous file cabinets. Kate Brown is 

busy with the Ambrose Mayer Collection. Pat works 

with the intake of new items. Jackie and Rick oversee 

and assist with collec-

tions. 

Archival work goes on 

Monday, Thursday, 

and Fridays and often 

in between when vol-

unteers are available. 

As work on the build-

ing progresses, it is 

hoped that the building 

can also be open eve-

nings for archival 

work and for public 

access. Volunteers 

Leroy Bley, Pat Ba-

ganz, Mary Downing, 

Linda Verhey, Karen Morris, and Sally Ziegler staff the 

building on Friday and Saturdays so that Resource Cen-

ter can be open to the public. 

The Jack and Shirli Flack Board Room is located on 

the second floor and hosts meetings for the Society 

Board of Directors, the Advisory Board, and various 

committees. 

Although all these members and others too numer-

ous to mention generously give of their valuable time to 

help keep the Society viable, volunteers continue to be 

needed to help with archive and data work, serve on 

committees, lend a hand cleaning, and to help extend the 

hours when the building is open. Volunteering can be a 

rewarding endeavor. Let us know where you would like 

to help out.   

Jackie Oleson 

Each quarter there is a lot of effort by a broad group 

of volunteers to bring an informative and well organized 

newsletter to the membership. Volunteers are always 

welcomed to assist. Currently, someone to run copies of 

the newsletter is needed. Contact the office if you are 

interested: 262-268-9150. 

Thanks to the crew that works to get the newsletter 

out each quarter. Contributing articles are Geri Zehren, 

Pat Moren, Kathie Gordon, Ann Flierl, Mary Flierl, 

Jackie Oleson, Bill Moren, along with Editor Michele 

Weiland. The crew that assembles the newsletter for 

mailing is drawn from a volunteer group consisting of 

Holly Wilke, Diana Gutzman, Sally Ziegler, Mary 

Downing, JoEllen Schlereth, Carolyn Heatwole, Joan 

Groh, Diane Fowler, Angie Fowler, Pat Moren, Gailya 

Geib, Lonie Ross, and Trudie Kelly. 

MORE NEWSLETTER WORKERS NEEDED 

MUCH ACTIVITY AT THE RESOURCE CENTER 

http://springinbloom.com/WordPress/gallery/gallery-11/
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Phase One of the Museum building Restoration and 

Renovation Poised to Begin 

 

The Museum Building Commitee has been working 

with our contractor, J.H. Hassinger, Inc. to develop a 

three phase plan for construction of our new museum at 

118 N. Franklin Street. We are poised to begin construc-

tion of phase one,  which will include a new roof, exte-

rior façade work, and waterproofing the foundation. We 

hope to begin this work in the next few weeks. 

If all goes well, our target date to open the museum 

is early September of next year. You are all invited – 

what an exciting day it will be! 

Over the last four weeks, our fundraising consultant, 

Amalia Schoone of In Progress Consulting, has been 

conducting interviews with more than a dozen commu-

nity leaders to solicit their thoughts and advice on our 

vision and plans for the museum. Their insights and in-

put is most helpful in keeping us on the right track. 

As always, if you have questions, concerns, or want 

to learn how you can help with this effort, please call or 

email me. I am available to meet with you at your con-

venience. 

 

Bill Moren 

Museum Advisory Board Chair 

billmoren65@gmail.com 

262-573-3130 - cell 

MUSEUM ADVISORY BOARD REPORT 

Many thanks to all the volunteers who worked to 

help present the PW Historical Society at this three day 

festival. It is an impossible task to do without you. 

Once again we had a presence in the educational tent 

at Rotary Park. Besides promoting the Society and sell-

ing our wares, we presented pic-

torial tributes to two vessels con-

nected to Port’s maritime history 

– the Linda E and the HMS 

Bounty, both lost at sea. Thanks 

are due to Dan Laurence, John 

Enright, and the Ozaukee Press 

for assisting in these presenta-

tions.  

This outstanding material 

will continue to be presented in 

various community locations. The five HMS Bounty 

posters, some showing her in our harbor at the 2010 

MHF, will be at the Niederkorn Library in October to 

commemorate the one year anniversary of her loss dur-

ing Hurricane Sandy in October of 2012. 

The Blake Building, your Society’s new home at 

205 N. Franklin Street, was open during festival hours 

despite the façade construction. Our downtown presence 

is a positive asset to the Society.  

PWHS worked with Main Street to sponsor a treas-

ure hunt. The Weinrich family allowed the use of their 

replica fishing tugs. These tugs, with descriptions pro-

vided by Michele Weiland, plus poster pictures of an-

chors and their descriptions provided by Pat Moren, 

were placed in stores that donated gift certificates. The 

goal of the hunt was to match the stores to the treasure 

on a form that scrambled the locations and the treasures. 

Completed forms were submitted for gift certificate 

drawings.   

The hunt involved the downtown merchants and of-

fered families an opportunity to search for treasures.  

What is not to like about a treas-

ure hunt? It was well received. 

This family friendly festival, is a 

wonderful event to celebrate the 

maritime heritage of the city. No 

tall ships were present at the 

event; they were booked at two 

other locations and not able to 

dock in our harbor. Also the cost 

of booking them for any event is 

daunting with fees close to 

$100,000. That is a strong budget item when planning a 

festival with no admission fee. 

The hard working group of volunteers that make it 

possible are looking forward to 2014 and ask your con-

tinued support. Our rich maritime heritage must con-

tinue to be shared with future generations and this festi-

val provides that opportunity. Thank you for your past 

and hopefully 

future support of 

this event. 

 

Geri Zehren, 

2013 Maritime 

Chair 

MARITIME HERITAGE FESTIVAL RECAP 

mailto:Billmoren65@gmail.com
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CEILING TILE ($1000.00) 

     Paul Tutas  

 

SOCIETY DONATION 

Jerry and Pat Baganz 

Greg and Tomilyn Forbes 

Karen Oleson Rasmussen 

Daniel Smith 

 

ANNUAL DINNER SPONSORS 

Between the Greens 

Centofanti Law, S. C. 

Didier Appraisals 

Eernisse Funeral Homes 

Ozaukee Press 

Port Washington State Bank 

Sharbuno Jewelers 

 

BOSTWICK COLLECTION 

Nova A. Mijal 

 

EDNA GUENTHER  

COLLECTION 

Susan Rafferty 

 

GIFT SHOPPE 

Geri Zehren 

 

LIGHT STATION 

Daniel Smith 

Lloyd Smith 

 

RESOURCE CENTER 

Donation for computer purchase 
Eric and Jackie Oleson 

Lloyd Smith 

HP Printer and file cabinet 

Geri Zehren 

 

MEMORIALS 

In memory of Howard B. and Sophia A. 

Bostwick 

Monica P. Clark 

In memory of Donna Gordon 

Eric and Jackie Oleson 

In memory of Hazel Wesson 

Kathie and Todd Gordon 

 

IN KIND DONATIONS 

Kathie Gordon 

Bill and Pat Moren  

 

SPRING IN BLOOM SPONSORS 

Sally N. Lysne  

 

SPECIAL EVENTS 

Twisted Willow 

Marc and Grace Eernisse 

PW State Bank Brat Fry 

 

BOOKS/PAPERS/PAMPHLETS/

ABSTRACTS/MAPS 

Leroy Bley 

Estate of Anna Ruth Jushka 

Lauren Federspiel 

Jim Fowler 

Art Laubenstein 

Marcia Trotchie 

 

PHOTO/NEWSPAPER CLIPPINGS/

POSTCARDS 

Sue Conway 

Mary Danhour 

Jim Fowler 

Friends of the W. J. Niederkorn  

Library 

Jeff Haber 

Judy Hayne 

Elizabeth J. Hoeller Janik 

Jim Poull 

Fred Schaefer 

Jo Ann Stade 

Arlene Voigt 

Kathie Ware 

 

ANTIQUE METAL & WOOD / 

GLASS/FABRIC 

Sue Conway 

Jim Fowler 

Elizabeth J. Hoeller Janik 

Fred Schaefer 

Bernice Schoen 

Geri Zehren 

 

PURITAN RECORD & LABEL 

Jim Poull 

 

BROWNIE CAMERA 

Fred Schaefer 

 

MANNEQUIN 

LeFrog Radio Club 

 

SHOEFITTER X-RAY MACHINE 

Paul and Mary Schils 

DONATIONS & MEMORIALS 

The Society welcomes the 

following new members… 
 

ANNUAL 

Catherine Brown 

John Ellenbecker 

Trudie Kelly  

Kathy Kernan 

Lynn Speed 

Irene E. Taylor 

Paul Tutas 

Michael & Karen Weber 

ENHANCED MEMBERSHIPS 

Member Plus 

Al & Ann Augustin 

Thomas J. Klein 

MEMBERSHIP  

 

 

IN MEMORIAM 
 

Paul Galles  
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IF BUILDINGS COULD TALK 
Mary Flierl 
 

When the search team for the Port Washington Historical 

Society was looking for a place for the Society to hang its hat, 

they wanted an historic building, preferably in the downtown 

area. The smaller Lueptow building at 205 N. Franklin Street 

was just right. The structure was built in 1852 by Barnum 

Blake who owned several other buildings and some of the 

first piers in the city. 

The building required extensive renovation before the 

Society could complete the move in January of this year. Vol-

unteers hid the bright orange paint with new wall coverings, 

and the original wood floor was revived nail by nail. A handi-

capped restroom, new electrical wiring, and a heating and 

cooling system were installed. A new roof was also added. 

When the 1950’s façade was removed from the front of 

the building, three windows were revealed on the second 

floor. They provide a wonderful view of the harbor and 

Franklin St. from what is now the Board of Director’s room. 

Settling into 4000 square feet from less than 800 square 

feet has been a 

wonderful chal-

lenge. During this 

time the restoration 

continued, and in 

July when workmen 

were removing the 

lower façade from 

the front of the 

building in prepara-

tion for the new 

entrance, the name 

E. J. SCHERZ-

INGER appeared 

on the steel beam 

across the front of 

the building. Ini-

tially it was thought 

that this might be 

the name of the 

construction firm 

that changed the 

front of the building, but the etching was too decorative to be 

deliberately hidden behind the new façade. 

Extensive investigation revealed that E. J. Scherzinger 

was a Port Washington jeweler in the early 1940s. His family 

history in the U.S. begins in Fond du Lac where his grandfa-

ther, German Scherzinger, a jeweler and clockmaker from the 

Black Forest region in Germany, settled in 1855. His son Her-

man was also a jeweler and a watchmaker in Fond du Lac. 

E. J. (Edward James) was born in Fond du Lac on June 3, 

1918. He, too, followed the family tradition and became a 

retail jeweler and watchmaker. He married Charlotte, sister of 

Paul Galles, at Port Washington in 1941. The couple lived in 

Grafton and had three children, Ruth, Phillip, and Robert.  

E. J. served in the Navy from 1943 through 1946. Later, 

in 1960, the family moved to Filmore, California, where E. J.  

continued his jewelry business. He 

died December 17, 2010. 

A chance incident answered the ques-

tion concerning the use of our building 

before Scherzinger established his jew-

elry business here. Pam Jushka West-

fahl brought a tie tac to the Research 

Center in a jewelry box labeled E. A. 

Christianson Jewelers, 205 N. Franklin 

St., Port Washington. Another piece of 

the puzzle concerning the history of 

our new home!  

Research regarding this jeweler revealed a tragic story 

that occurred on New Year’s Day 1941. Over 70 years ago, 

Society volunteer Leroy Bley was delivering newspapers in 

downtown Port when he observed police at the 205 building. 

Paul Hansen remembers hearing that the Christianson couple 

celebrated the New Year at the Port Country Club and after-

ward had an argument which ended in suicide. Authorities 

investigated the death of the 31-year-old jeweler who was 

found “shot dead in his home above the store.” 

According to a local newspaper, “Dr. C. C. Stein, Ozau-

kee county coroner and the Christianson’s family physician, 

was called to the home at 

5:30 a.m. by the victim’s 

wife. Dr. Stein found 

Christianson in bed, with a 

bullet in his head. The shot, 

the coroner said was fired 

from a .22 caliber automatic 

revolver, entering behind 

one ear and coursing for-

ward. 

“The Christiansons 

moved here (Port Washing-

ton) from Sheboygan about 

10 years ago. They have no 

children. The victim was a 

gunsmith as a hobby, repair-

ing numerous guns at his 

jewelry store. He and his 

wife both were firearms experts, and were constant compan-

ions on numerous hunting and fishing excursions. 

“Ervin A. Christianson, Port Washington jeweler, died of 

a self-inflicted gun wound early New Year’s morning after a 

scuffle with his wife for possession of the gun, according to 

evidence presented at an inquest Thursday. A six-man coro-

ner’s jury weighed evidence nearly eight hours Thursday 

night before returning with a verdict that Christianson had 

(Continued on page 11) 

E. J. Scherzinger 

Julia and Ervin Christianson 

http://springinbloom.com/WordPress/gallery/gallery-11/
http://springinbloom.com/WordPress/gallery/gallery-11/
http://springinbloom.com/WordPress/gallery/gallery-11/
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PORT WASHINGTON HISTORICAL SOCIETY 2014 MEMBERSHIP FORM 
 
REGULAR ANNUAL MEMBERSHIPS     ENHANCED ANNUAL MEMBERSHIPS 
 

Individual $20        Member Plus  
Household $30 - Individual $50 or Family of two $100 

Student $10 - All benefits of Regular Membership 

 - Voting privileges at PWHS membership meetings - Complimentary invitation event 
- Quarterly Historical Perspectives newsletters  

- Free admission to Research Center at the Premium Membership 

    Luxemburg American Cultural Center in Belgium  - Household $200 
- Use of Resource Center at 205 N. Franklin Street, PW - All benefits of Regular Membership 
- Free admission to 1860 Light Station Museum - Complimentary invitation to Annual Dinner 
- 10% discount on PWHS gifts, excluding publications 

        Supporting Membership 
Business $50 - Household $500 

- Advertising in quarterly Historical Perspectives newsletters  - All benefits of Regular, Member Plus and Premium 
- Designated  person voting privileges at PWHS membership meetings  Member 
- (All benefits of Regular Membership for designated person) - Special Recognition in newsletter 

                Note:  Business memberships run from April 1 to March 31 - Private tour of Light Station for 8 guests 
 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  
Please cut and return completed form 

 

PWHS MEMBERSHIP REGISTRATION 
 

Type of Membership: Gift Membership: 
 

 Regular  ($20/$30/$10)      Regular  ($20/$30/$10) 
 Business  ($50)       Business  ($50) 
 Member Plus  ($50/$100)      Member Plus  ($50/$100) 
 Premium Member Household  ($200)    Premium Member Household  ($200) 
 Supporting Member Household  ($500)    Supporting Member Household ($500) 

 
Name: _____________________________________ Name: _____________________________________ 
 

Address: _____________________________________ Address: _____________________________________ 
 

City State Zip: _____________________________________ City State Zip: _____________________________________ 
 

Telephone: _____________________________________ Telephone: _____________________________________ 
 

e-mail address: ___________________________________  PWHS will send a gift card to above person/s 
 

  Please add me to your e-mail mailing list so that I can receive updates on upcoming events and newsletter, Historical Perspectives 
 

    I would like make a donation to the Society at this time in the amount of  $___________________ 
 
Date:  ________________________                                                   Amount enclosed:  $_____________________________ 
 

  Please charge to my Master or Visa Card: 
 

       Card No.    _______________________________                    Exp. Date:  _____________________________________ 
 

      Amount:  $_____________________                 Signature:   ____________________________________ 
Please note:  When charging with credit card, it is necessary to use the address and zip code where credit card is billed  
 

Annual memberships expire December 31, 2014 
 

Port Washington Historical Society     205 N. Franklin Street    P. O. Box 491 
Port Washington, WI  53074-0491 

Telephone: 262-268-9150     e-mail: portwashhistsoc@att.net 
Web: portwashingtonhistoricalsociety.org 



 

PLEASE PATRONIZE THESE BUSINESS 

MEMBERS TO SHOW OUR SUPPORT 
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Eernisse Funeral Homes  
& Cremation Service 

 
Port Washington  Belgium  Cedarburg 
1600 W. Grand Ave., Port Washington 

262-284-2601 

www.eernissefuneralhome.com 

Sharbuno Jewelers 

216 N. Franklin Street 

Port Washington, WI 53074 

262-284-4001 

Third Generation Jeweler  
Established 1950  

 

Schooner Pub 
114  N. Franklin Street 

262-284-2258 

Daily Drink Specials 

Sandwiches & Appetizers  

Private Party Room Large Selection of 

Specialty Beers 

Open 7 Days a Week 

  

W. J. NIEDERKORN MUSEUM 
& ART CENTER, INC. 

302 W. Grand Avenue 
P. O. Box 87 

Port Washington, WI  53074 
262-284-2584 

75 Maritime Drive 

Manitowoc, WI 54220 

(920)684-0218  

Open 9am-5pm Daily 

www.wisconsinmaritime.org 

http://www.eernissefuneralhome.com


MEMBERSHIP NEWS 

 
 

 Artist Group Advertisin
g & Media 

332 W. Lilac Ln. 

Grafton, WI  53024 

 

262-387-1001 

artistgroupadvertising. com 
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KIOSK DEDICATION: OCTOBER 13 
Kathie Gordon 

 

It started with an idea called Mariner’s Point in the area 

of the 1860 Light Station. And as of late last summer, it has 

become a realization due to the ingenuity and generosity of a 

group of friends of the Society.    

Will Pfrang, son of Charlie and Julie Pfrang, approached 

the society with the idea to build an informational kiosk as 

his Eagle Scout project. Will and his family and friends 

helped create the structure. Research for the informational 

panel was done by many—Linda Nenn, Jackie Oleson, Rick 

Smith, and Geri Zehren, to name a few. Design and layout of 

the panel was created by Kay Goodwin, and funds needed to 

help with the manufacture of the panels were realized 

through the generous offer of member Sue Ahner. For her 

birthday celebration that year she suggested “no gifts, just 

donations to help with this project.”  

And now, we can finally “cut the ribbon” on the kiosk 

and have a formal dedication. You are all invited to attend 

another memorable occasion in the history of our Society.   

Date:   Sunday, October 13, 2013 

Time:  2 p.m.   

Place:  Mariner’s Point (on the curve of Johnson  

       and Powers Streets)   

Hope to see you there. Should you have questions, 

please contact Kathie Gordon at 268-9734 or the Society 

office: 268-9150. 

 

died of a self-inflicted wound.” 

Unfortunately, the tragedy did not end there. Julia 

Christianson, age 30, took her own life near the grave of her 

husband in the Wildwood Cemetery in Sheboygan just one 

month later. 

Who were the other occupants of the Barnum Blake 

Building? After the Lueptows vacated the property it served 

as an electronics store run by Darryl Bretl, it housed a frame 

shop for a time, and lastly it was a miscellaneous gift shop.  

What businesses were located there before 1930? Was it 

the home of other jewelers? The quest to complete the his-

tory of the Society’s home at 205 Franklin Street will con-

tinue to challenge researchers eager to identify the other oc-

cupants of the building we share. 

 
Sources: Ancestry.com, Leroy Bley, findagrave.com, Mary Flierl, Paul 

and Betty Galles, Kris Halbig-Ziehm, Paul Hansen, Pat Moren, Michele 

Weiland, Holly Wilke, unknown newspapers.   

(Continued from page 8) 

 

The wish list always continues for the  
PW Historical Society: 

 
 Volunteers needed for your new home, 205 N. Franklin 

Street - your Blake Building.  
 History knowledge and talent isn’t needed, just a friendly 

face to greet the Visitors at the door.  
 Like to dust or clean? Simple housekeeping is always 

needed and is considered a great skill at the Blake Building. 
 Metal bookcase shelving. Can you believe we are outgrow-

ing the bookcases we have for reference material? 
 Another vacuum cleaner for the second level.  Geri and 

Jackie are tired of carrying it up and down the stairs. May we 
remind you that vacuuming is good exercise? 

Ann Flierl 

 

The new updated 2014 membership form is included in 

this issue of Historical Perspectives. This membership form 

can be used for new members, members who are renewing 

their membership for 2014, and for gift memberships. The 

form also includes enhanced memberships for persons inter-

ested in acquiring a sustaining annual membership with ad-

ditional benefits. The enhanced membership can also be util-

ized by charter and lifetime members who are interest in 

applying those choices for sustaining the Society also. 

Please take a moment to review the form.   

 We will once again be offering a “buy one and get one 

free” gift membership with the Society’s membership drive 

in November. Please consider using this offer as a gifting 

idea. 



P. O. Box 491 

Port Washington, WI  53074-0491 

www.portwashingtonhistoricalsociety.org 

PORT WASHINGTON HISTORICAL SOCIETY  

 

Upcoming Events 

ANNUAL MEETING 
Wednesday, October 23 

7:00 p.m. 
The Wilson House Community Room 

Business Meeting at 6:45 

The Port Washington Historical Society is a volunteer-run, non-profit 501 (c) (3) organization. 

Kiosk Dedication 
Sunday, October 13, 2 p.m.  
Mariner’s Point 
(on the curve of Johnson and Powers 
Streets)   
 
Annual Dinner and Dance 
Friday, October 18, 5 p.m. to 11 p.m. 
Memories Ballroom 
 
 

PWHS Rummage Event 
Saturday, October 26 
PWHS Resource Center—205 N. Franklin 
 

For more events, 
visit our Facebook page at:  

 
www.facebook.com/

PortWashingtonHistoricalSociety 


