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BEHIND THE SCENES AT THE PWHS
Who...
...opens the doors, turns on the lights and sets the heat or AC?
...greets the visitors?
...empties the wastebaskets, mops the floors and vacuums the
carpets?
...dusts the artifacts and displays?
...clips newspaper articles for the archives?
...copies the news articles for the archives and files them?
...catalogs and identifies photographs?
...identifies artifacts?
...enters donations and contributions in the Past Perfect Museum
software?
...answers the phone and replies to internet queries?
...plans the special events and prepares the refreshments for the
events?
...attends the civic meetings to help collaborate with city
events?
...puts exhibits together?
Newsletter now
...maintains the gift shop?
more computer
...contributes to the newsletter?
friendly—click
...prints the newsletter?
on hyperlinks
...assembles and mails the newsletter?
throughout!
...keeps the accounts for the Society?
...tracks the membership?
...repairs things that break?
...builds shelves, paints, etc.?
(Continued on page 11)

Diane Pike and Diana Gutzman, Archival Volunteers
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President’s Message

Board of Directors
Jeff Morgan, President
Bill Schanen III, Vice Pres.
Bob Wilke, Treasurer
Kathie Schaefer, Secretary
Brian Barber
Missy Bleichwehl
Kurt Blum
Allon Bostwick
Mike Didier
Grace Eernisse
Jim Pauly
Lee Schlenvogt
Daniel Solorzano
Jim Vollmar
Karen Weber

Dear Members,

PWHS Exec. Director
Wayne Chrusciel

Resource Center Dir.
Jackie Oleson and Geri Zehren

Light Station Museum
Rick Smith, Director
Kathie Gordon and
Linda Nenn, Assist. Directors

Volunteer and
Marketing Coordinator
Kathie Gordon

Newsletter
Ann Flierl
Michele Weiland

Quarterly Programs
Mary Flierl

Membership and
Special Events
Amy Clark

Contact information
portwashhistsoc@att.net
P. O. Box 491
205 N. Franklin Street
Port Washington, WI 53074
RC: 262-268-9150
LS: 262-284-7240
Exploreum: 262-284-2406

Websites
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portwashingtonhistoricalsociety.org
portexploreum.com

Historical Perspectives
is published four times a year

2016 continues to be an exciting 25th
anniversary year for the Port Washington
Historical Society. On July 20 our quarterly
meeting featured a wonderful program recounting the early days of the Society through
today — everything from the organizational
meetings through the opening of Exploreum and
what is next. It was followed by a delightful
reception at the Exploreum that gave everyone in
attendance an opportunity to continue visiting and reminiscing.
The Light Station held two outstanding events in July. On July 23 the
Light Station held its first Art Show and Sale on the Light Station Grounds.
It attracted a number of artists and was well attended by members and
visitors. It was considered a success, especially for the first year, and it was
another opportunity to show off the beautiful Light Station. The Night at the
Light was held on July 30 and was a wonderful evening of food, beverages,
live music and touring of the Light Station. We were blessed with another
picture perfect evening of weather for the event.
Planning for the 2016 25th Anniversary Gala continues. The Gala will be
held at the Bog Golf Club on October 29. You should have received your
invitation in the mail. It promises to be a wonderful evening with a sit down
dinner, cocktails, entertainment and visiting with fellow members and
others. It is an opportunity to celebrate the amazing accomplishments of the
Society in these 25 years and raise funds to continue our work.
We are still seeking sponsors for the Gala. If you are interested in being a
sponsor or know of a business or individual that would, please contact me
for information at jmorgan@alliedinsulation.com or 414-491-9815.
We continue to work on developing educational programs to be used in
area schools in conjunction with class visits to the Exploreum, Light Station
and Resource Center. We also look forward to the changeover of the feature
exhibit at the Port Exploreum. Many people have visited and enjoyed
Nothin’ But Nets, and the new exhibit featuring Lake Michigan shipwrecks
will be sure to be popular as well.
Our need for volunteers continues. All three properties need volunteers in
various capacities. Volunteering will help the Society fulfill its mission, give
you an opportunity to get to know fellow members better and meet visitors
to our city. You don’t have to be a member of the Society to volunteer so
encourage family, friends and neighbors to volunteer. Volunteer today!
Our annual meeting will be held on October 19. Board of Directors
elections will be held at this meeting so please plan to join us for this
important evening.
Jeff Morgan, President
Port Washington Historical Society Board of Directors
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EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR UPDATE
Haley Pfeuffer, our Volunteer and Membership
Management Coordinator, moved on to a new opportunity outside of the Historical Society in early August.
After reviewing our current needs and workload, it was
decided to hire someone who could not only do the volunteer coordination but also assist with marketing of the
Historical Society. With that in mind, I am very excited
to announce that Kathie Gordon has accepted and begun
as our new Volunteer and Marketing Coordinator. Kathie
will continue in her volunteer role of Assistant Light
House Director and will also be responsible for recruitment and coordination of all volunteers, as well as assisting me in promoting and marketing the Historical Society to the membership and community at large. Please
join me in wishing both Haley and Kathie good luck in
their new endeavors.
In last quarter’s newsletter I outlined two new initiatives approved by the Board of Directors. One, the Program in Maritime Heritage, is designed to develop and
improve practices and procedures for acquiring, managing, conserving and exhibiting Maritime objects/artifacts
and their histories. While this program is initially centered on the maritime interests of our Historical Society,
the natural evolution will be to encompass all other aspects of the Historical Society as we move forward. The
second program, Lake Michigan Learning Lab, is being
developed so that the Historical Society can play an inte-

gral role in assisting educators in the education of students in science. This project will offer a set of experiential learning opportunities that promote greater understanding and action to preserve Lake Michigan ecology
and maritime history.
As part of the process of launching these initiatives,
a small working group has developed a preliminary
Needs vs. Resources list which outlines both short and
long term needs of the Historical Society and how we
can potentially fund the solutions for those needs. This
group will be expanded so a more definitive plan can be
developed and presented to the Board of Directors. Developing a Strategic Plan for the Historical Society
should be the end result of this process.
When we launched Nothin’ But Nets at the Port Exploreum last November, the plan had been to change exhibits mid to late summer. Due to its popularity and the
fact that Port Washington’s busiest time for tourists is in
July and August, the decision was made to extend the
exhibit to late fall. We can now announce that this exhibit will be ending on December 31, with our new exhibit featuring the Atlanta shipwreck launching early
January 2017. Watch your mail as we will be celebrating
this new exhibit with a member-only preview party before the launch.
Wayne Chrusiel
Executive Director

SUMMER AT THE LIGHT STATION
Another summer is nearly over, another season at the
Light Station is in its last six weeks of tours. We will be
closing our season on the weekend of October 14-16.
Our summer has been busy and we still have a few tour
groups arriving in the next few weeks, including a large
tour group from Kirkwood, MO, another from Madison,
and 60 students from St. Marcus School in Milwaukee.
Our annual celebration of National Lighthouse Week,
Summer Night at the Light, was a great success thanks to
the generosity of our sponsors and the attendance of over
60 guests. Music provided by the Irish/Blue Grass duo,
Frogwater, made the evening even more fun. We always
hold this event the last Saturday evening in July, and we
hope all our members plan to attend next summer.
If you have visiting family or friends and are looking
for something to occupy their time, I can’t suggest a better place to visit than our 1860 Light Station. Our wonderful crew of volunteers give informative and entertaining tours every Friday, Saturday and Sunday. Remember,
as a member of our Historical Society you are entitled to

free admission to the LS; so why not tag along with those
friends or family and enjoy the tour yourself! I’m always
surprised by the number of Port residents as well as Society members who have not taken the tour. We have such
a wealth of history about our city and its founders and
light keepers, and we love sharing it. As a bonus, when
one pays admission at the LS, they get a discount on admission to the Port Exploreum to visit that day as well.
We welcomed several new volunteers this summer
and we are always looking for more people to help. You
need no special skills, only an ability to meet new people
and tell them the history of our beautiful gem atop St.
Mary’s Hill. If you have a few hours to fill on a monthly
basis, we’d welcome you. Just call our Society office
(262-268-9150) and they will happily put you in touch
with me, the volunteer coordinator. You may also call me
at 262-268-9734 or email me at momcat23@gmail.com.
Kathie Uttech Gordon, Assistant Director
Tours & Marketing – 1860 Light Station
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2016 HISTORICAL SOCIETY GALA:
CELEBRATING 25 YEARS!
By now you should have received your invitation to
the Port Washington Historical Society’s 25th Anniversary Gala which will occur on Saturday night, October
29, at The Bog in Saukville. Thie Gala will begin at
5:00 pm and will include dinner and silent and live auctions. The Gala is a major fund raising event for the Society which supports our three entities. We welcome all
members, guests and members of our community to

joining in celebrating our 25th Anniversary.
To make your reservation, simply stop in at either
the Resource Center or the Port Exploreum, or call Amy
Clark at 262-284-2406. Non-members are welcome!
We will provide a shuttle service for those that do
not want to drive to Saukville. We will follow up with
more information shortly that will detail this service.
Wayne Chrusciel, Executive Director

PWHS PROGRAM IN MARITIME HERITAGE
The Program in Maritime Heritage had a busy summer. The summer intern, Adam Azzalino, finished his
major project cataloguing a large assortment of artifacts
from the Toledo, Niagara and other area shipwrecks.
These artifacts help us to understand more about the
people who traveled aboard these ships and about the
materials that were most needed and wanted by people
who settled in these small lake towns in the 19th century.
The PWHS will be welcoming a new intern this fall.
That intern’s major project is to catalogue all the items
currently used in exhibits at the 1860 Light Station.
There is a wide variety of furniture, household items
and lighthouse-related objects to work through.
We have also been preparing for the launch of our
new exhibit series To the Waters for the Port Ex-

ploreum. The first in the exhibit series will focus on the
Atlanta, a passenger and freight steamer that burned off
Port Washington in 1906. Most of the summer preparations have revolved around research, developing content, choosing artifacts and obtaining display cases. Installation of the exhibit is expected to take place later in
the year.
If anyone has objects/archaeological material from
shipwrecks, historic sites or prehistoric terrestrial sites
(like arrowheads) in the Port Washington/Saukville
area, or is interested in the Program in Maritime Heritage, please contact us at PWHSMaritimeHeritage@gmail.com. We’d love to hear from you!
Sarah Smith, Program Director/Curator
PWHS Program in Maritime Heritage

PERMANENT ARCHIVE STORAGE NEEDED
Since 2013 volunteers at the Resource Center have
been working through thousands of items that have
been donated to the society over its 25-year existence. Items are catalogued, sorted into collection categories and
then
packed
for storage. As
work has progressed through donated
items, storage of large items has increasingly become a problem. Remnants of
local shipwrecks acquired in the past
year also require dry storage.

Temporary storage in
Fredonia has been secured until a permanent
solution can be found.
This allows the society
to have all items stored
in a single off-site location,
rather
than at four locations as in the past. A
permanent solution will need to be addressed in the future.
Jackie Oleson
Resource Center Co-Director, Archives
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2016 BOARD OF DIRECTORS ELECTION
The Nomination Committee is pleased to present
the slate of candidates for election to the Port Washington Historical Society Board of Directors to be
elected at the annual meeting on Wednesday, October
19, 2016.
Current board members whose terms are expiring
this year are Bob Wilke, Kathie Schaefer, Jim Vollmar and Karen Weber who have all indicated that
they are not seeking another term. Grace Eernisse has
served three terms and due to the by-law change is
not eligible to seek re-nomination.
We thank each of these board members for all the
work that they have done and the time they have dedicated to serving the Society.
The Nominating Committee is pleased to present
to the membership five individuals who have expressed an interest in preserving the history and heritage of the Port Washington area as candidates for the
Board of Directors.

William Moren:
Bill is a retired businessman who has a B.A. degree in history. He has been a member of the Society
for many years. He served as the lead for the Advisory Board during the development of the Exploreum
and has been a tireless fundraiser for the Exploreum.
He is interested in serving as a board member to insure the Society’s sustainability and to help the Society evolve toward a united organization with the Exploreum, the Research Center and the Light Station
operating as one entity. He would also like to help the
Society work on furthering educational initiatives to
attract school groups and community members.

Jackie Oleson:
Jackie is a retired educator who currently volunteers her time and talents at the Historical Society’s
Research Center. She is also an active member of the
Main Street Design committee. She has been a member of the Society for many years and has previously
served on the board, most recently as President. The
Kay Goodwin:
Kay has a Masters degree in Library and Informa- Society saw much growth and positive changes durtional Science and is currently an Administrative Ser- ing her tenure. She would like to return to being a
vices Technician at Kendall Packaging Corp. She has board member to help the organization continue to
been a member of the Society for many years. In the thrive and grow.
past she has been a dedicated volunteer working at
the research center cataloging the books in the sociAngela Sikowski:
ety’s collection and doing some German to English
Angela is a Chief Financial Officer at Ansay Insurtranslations. Kay has many hobbies and special inter- ance, holds a degree in accounting and is currently
ests including graphic design. Her goal as a potential working on her MBA at Concordia University. She is
member of the Board of Directors is to be involved in currently the treasurer for the Business Improvement
a group where she can make a difference and assist
District and volunteers at various activities in which
with the progress the Society is making with the Ex- her daughters are involved. She is honored to serve
ploreum and the Research Center.
her community and the businesses and residents of
Port Washington. She enjoys an active and busy life
and finds personal satisfaction in building positive
Robert Henkle Jr.:
Bob is an attorney/shareholder at the Reinhart
and lasting relationships with others. Angela looks
Boerner Van Deurne law firm. He is a past director
forward to serving on the Board of Directors.
and chairperson of the Business Law Section of the
Wisconsin State Bar Association and the Parenting
Please attend the annual meeting which will be
Network of Milwaukee as well as having served on
held at the Wilson House at 7 p.m. on Wednesday,
the parish council of St. Mary Parish. Bob is very im- October 19, to meet the candidates and cast your balpressed by the success of the PWHS in bringing the
lot.
Port Exploreum to life and is pleased to have the opportunity to help the society to leverage that success Jean Schanen, Chair
by introducing more residents and visitors to Port’s
Nominations Committee
long and rich history.
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PWHS RESOURCE CENTER NEWS
The mission of the Port Washington Historical Society is to preserve and share the history of the community. The
storyboards of last summer were so successful that a new set was created for this late summer and fall. Check them
out along the Harbor Walk in the Holiday Inn parking lot.
The Resource Center, specifically through Rick Smith, Sarah Smith,
Kate Brown and Jackie Oleson, assisted the Manitowoc Maritime Museum with their latest exhibit on the Atlanta and Niagara shipwrecks by
lending them photos and providing research. Working with other museums and societies is another outreach of our historical society.
The Resource Center was pleased to receive one of the Wisconsin Historical Society’s mini-grants in July for an amount of $585 for the purchase of archive materials. The Society’s matching grant portion was
made up through donations from a private tour of the Pabst Mansion provided by John Eastberg, Executive Director of the Mansion. Our thanks to
John for providing this silent
auction item at last year’s
Gala.
John Eastberg, Executive Director, Pabst Mansion
New archive volunteers
Mary Jo Pauly and Diane Verheyen bring the number of archive volunteers to 11. Thousands of hours of volunteer time have been spent
cataloging a multitude of items. Society members are welcome to visit
the archive center on the second floor any Monday or Thursday afternoon.
Winter hours for the Resource Center will begin in November. The
Center will be open Monday and Thursday afternoons, 1:00-4:00. For
special appointments call the office at 262-268-9150.
Resource Center Co-Directors,
Jackie Oleson and Geri Zehren

Archival Volunteers — Sr. Joel, Mary Jo Pauly, Jan
Leone, Diane Pike, Diana Verheyen and Anngail Smith

STORY BOARDS RETURN TO HARBOR WALK
New views of the history of Port Washington have
been placed at the south entrance of Rotary Park. Four
double-sided boards show the changing stories of Grand
Avenue and Franklin Street. There are so many great
photographs in the PW Historical Society photo archive
of these streets; the story boards show just a few.
The boards tell the stories of the streets and some of
the businesses that were on those streets. Many locations have seen building changes, yet some still remain.
The boards are a reflection of past and present.
Our city hall now occupies the site of the Opera
House which served its community through the years.
The PW State Bank and the Wilson House are classic
examples of how history has moved forward while retaining much of the past. Our Exploreum is proof that
the people of Port Washington treasure their past.

The boards are
there to remind
us of our past
and our present.
And hopefully
they will guide
us into the future
as we continue
to strive to cherish our past by
preserving what the boards show as the wonderful architectural history of our city. This is truly something in
which this small community on the lake should take
pride. Enjoy the walk.
Geri Zehren,
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DONATIONS & MEMORIALS
Bob and Holly Wilke
SOCIETY DONATIONS
Judy Jones
Roy and Geri Zehren
Port Washington State Bank
Gary and Marie Zirbes
Rytec Corporation
Bill and Jean Schanen
EXPLOREUM
Kenneth Schmitz and Janice Leone
Sherry & Andy Kenney (in honor
of Bill & Pat Moren’s 50th anniv.)
Bill and Pat Moren
SOCIETY IN-KIND DONATIONS
Mary Flierl
Geri Zehren
SUMMER NIGHT AT THE
LIGHT
1860 LIGHT STATION
Platinum Sponsor
Sandra K. Van Sistine
Shirli Flack
Bob Voyt
Gold Sponsors
ArdyceAhsmann
Jeff and Rose Morgan
LIGHT STATION IN-KIND DONATIONS
Bronze Sponsors
Kathie and Todd Gordon
Brian Barber
Don and Barbara Gilmore
Todd and Kathie Gordon
1860 LIGHT STATION REPAIRS
Bud and Ruth Sova
Donations
Susan Ahner
Judy Jones
RESOURCE CENTER ARCHICharles and Mary Smittkamp
VAL DONATIONS
James and Teresa Charewicz
Gary and Trudie Kelly
2016 25th ANNIVERSARY GALA
Bill and Pat Moren
Presenting Sponsor
Bill and Jean Schanen
Shirli Flack
Charles and Mary Smittkamp

Thank you
Mike and Lora
Sauer for
representing
the Port
Washington
Historical
Society in the
4th of July
Parade!

Gold Sponsor
John and Vici Dohrwardt
Legacy Private Trust Co.
Bill and Jean Schanen
Donations
Holly and Bob Wilke
BOOKS/PAPERS/PAMPHLETS/
ABSTRACTS/MAPS
Chuck and Ann Blanchard
Robert Goebel
Sandra Hubing
Dr. Kenneth Jensen
Alvin Schaut
Rhea Yovanovich
MARITIME ITEMS
Lois Hartwig
BUSINESS ARTIFACTS
Sandra Hubing
ANTIQUE METAL & WOOD/
GLASS/FABRIC
Robert Goebel
Joyce Trepel
MUSICAL INSTRUMENTS
Robert Goebel
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A HISTORY OF THE 1935 PIER HEAD LIGHT
Thanks to Linda Nenn, we have on the bookshelves
of the Resource Center a wonderful history of the beginning of the 1930 harbor development to the conclusion of the
installation of
the 1935 Pier
Head Light,
fondly called
the Lighthouse
by most of us
who grew up in
Port. She has
assembled a
binder of newsletter articles
telling this story
of our history.
The tale begins with a clipping from the
Port Washing-

ton Herald dated
October 29, 1930,
with the headline,
“Construction of
Super-Power
Plant Ultimately
to Cost
$25,000.00 to begin Immediately.”
Thus began the
Milwaukee Electric Company
power plant in
Port Washington.
In 1933 the
Herald published,
“Fund Granted,
Federal Gov. Approves Appropriation to Build Breakwater and Improve Local Harbor,” noting there would be
$35,000.00 for a Lighthouse.
The clippings in the binder conclude with copies of
the installation and recognition of the new lighthouse
in July of 1935. It also details the story of a 3000-foot
3-inch cable installed by divers which connected the
lighthouse to the
watch tower on
Johnson Street.
This also operated the fog horn
with its haunting
sound that many
of us still remember.
The many
news articles in
this collection
describe many
obstacles and
government rulings as the project continued. It
is a good read,
so stop in and
take a look. Thanks again, Linda; this was another of
your labors of love that help preserve Port’s story.
Geri Zehren, Resource Center Co-Director
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PLEASE PATRONIZE THESE BUSINESS
MEMBERS TO SHOW OUR SUPPORT

www.shirleygruen.com

477 W. Grand Ave.
Port Washington, WI 53074

W. J. NIEDERKORN MUSEUM
& ART CENTER, INC.
302 W. Grand Avenue
P. O. Box 87
Port Washington, WI 53074
262-284-2584

Suite 200
211 N Franklin St,
53074
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http://www.lakefg.
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(Continued from page 1)

...participated in all of the restorations, renovations and moves?
...shovels snow?
...works on various committees?
...takes registration at events?
...sells raffle tickets?
...donates food and beverages for
events?
...stays to clean up after everyone goes
home?
...helps at Port street events?
...says "yes" when the phone rings
with a request for help?
At the July Quarterly Meeting we
featured the 57 members of the Board
of Directors and officers of the Society along with the 70 Charter members. Jodi Dickman, Accounting
At the Annual Meeting we will give
Leroy Bley, Resource Center Greeter
recognition to those who worked to make the Society what it is today with their generous gift of time. The Port Washington Historical Society has been blessed with dedicated volunteers in every area of
operation since its beginning 25 years ago.
Recognition will be given to those who have worked quietly behind the scenes during these years. Some are no
longer with us; they either moved away or passed away, but it is important to remember their efforts in moving the mission of the Society forward to what it has become today.
Effort has been made to name all who have volunteered their services at one time
or another. Some have spent Herculean efforts in their volunteer work. If
by chance there is someone who is
omitted, heartfelt apologies are given.
The Annual Meeting with the election of the Board of Directors followed with the program Behind the
Scenes will take place on Wednesday,
October 19, at 7:00 pm at the Port
State Bank Lakeview Community
Room. Refreshments will be provided
and the public is invited.

Lu Steinert & Jackie Oleson
Light Station Docents and Guests

Mary Flierl,
Program Coordinator

Holly Wilke, Office Volunteer
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Port Washington Historical Society
P. O. Box 491
Port Washington, WI 53074-0491
www.portwashingtonhistoricalsociety.org

Upcoming Events
ANNUAL MEETING
Wednesday, October 19, 7:00 p.m.

Election of Directors, Program and Refreshments
Port Washington State Bank Lakeview Community Room
25th Anniversary Gala
Saturday, October 29

The Bog in Saukville

Light Station Closes for the Season
Weekend of October 14-16
Resource Center Winter Hours
Beginning Tuesday, November 1
Mondays and Thursdays 1:00—4:00 p.m.
Special appointments: call 262-268-9150

Nothin’ But Nets Exploreum Exhibit
Closes December 31

Quarterly Meeting
Saturday, January 21, 2017
Program to be announced

Port Washington State Bank
Lakeview Community Room
PWHS
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The Port Washington Historical Society is a volunteer-run, non-profit 501 (c) (3) organization .

