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WHAT IS HIDDEN IN THE GROUND?
Mary Flierl
Sarah Smith, a staff archaeologist at the University of Wisconsin Milwaukee Cultural Resource Management firm, will
present "In Absence of Borders: Indigenous and Settler Interactions in Early Port Washington Locality" at the Quarterly
Meeting on Wednesday, July 15. The meeting will be held in
the Wilson House Lakeview Room at 7:00 pm.
Sarah currently is the project manager/director of the archaeological investigations of the 1860 Light Station Museum
in Port Washington. She served as a museum consultant and
guest curator for the PWHS, Mashantucket Pequot Museum,
National Museum in
Banjul, and the
Gambia and Butrint
Foundation in Albania.
In the 1830s,
Euro-American traders and land speculators established
trading posts, roads,

A NEWSLETTER CHANGE
Early this spring the Society changed to a new membership system to accommodate the museum and its memberships and those that wish to retain only their Society memberships. Due to the changes, it is apparent that the ongoing
cost of postage, paper, and printing makes it impractical to
continue a quarterly mailing on the scale of what we have
done in the past.
Therefore, beginning in October the newsletter will
become an electronic one for the vast majority of us. If
we do not already have your email address, please send
it to us at portwashhistsoc@att.net.
If you do not have a computer or get email, please let us
know at 262-268-9150 or P.O. Box 491, Port Washington,
WI 53074. We will see that you continue to stay informed.
Our thanks for your help with this.

and settlements along the lakeshore in Southeastern Wisconsin. Many bands and villages of
indigenous people remained near the mouth of
Sauk Creek and the surrounding area.
Sarah will highlight stories about the settlers
who made the Port Washington area home and
the native people for whom it had been home for
the previous ten thousand years.
Many area residents have found evidence of
those living here before us, especially arrowheads that have been found in fields and gardens. If you have some you wish to display at
the meeting, bring them with you.
Something of interest that Allon Bostwick
found at the flag pole at the Bostwick home on
Michigan Street was a slice of a tree that was
labeled as planted by Barnum Blake in 1848 and
blown down sometime in the 1890s. It will be
on display at the meeting.
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President’s Message
Dear Members,
The year 2015 continues to be an
exciting one for the Port Washington
Historical Society. In April we opened
the much anticipated Port Exploreum.
The Exploreum has impressed and
amazed all who have visited it. The
incredible amount of work put into it by
the Museum Advisory Board and other
volunteers has resulted in a facility of
which not only the Society but all of Port
Washington and Ozaukee County can be
proud. In addition to welcoming over
1500 visitors since opening, it is evident
that the Exploreum will be an
outstanding venue for events. It has
already hosted a birthday party for 150
people, a wedding reception, and several business meetings and other
gatherings.
The Light Station is open for the season and we look forward to many
visitors. We are doing our best to make sure that visitors combine a tour of the
Light Station with a visit to the Exploreum and Resource Center.
The Resource Center continues to be the heartbeat of the Society. In addition
to being the headquarters for the Society, it houses the collections of the Society
and has several wonderful exhibits for members and visitors to enjoy. Please
make a point to visit all three properties soon and encourage others to visit these
gems.
Planning for the 2015 Society Gala is well under way. The Gala will be held
again this year at the historic County Board Room on October 10. Mark your
calendars and plan to attend. It promises to be a wonderful evening of visiting
with fellow members and others while celebrating the accomplishments of the
Society and raising funds for our efforts.
We are working on the final leg of fundraising for the Exploreum. We still
have the generous matching grant from Art and Pam Buser to help us make it to
the finish. So, if you have not yet made a contribution to the Exploreum project,
please consider doing so now. If you have already made a donation, please
consider an additional contribution to take advantage of the Buser matching
grant and help close out the capital campaign.
Our need for volunteers continues. All three properties need volunteers in
various capacities. Volunteering helps the Society fulfill its mission and gives
you an opportunity to get to know fellow members better and meet visitors to
our city. You don’t have to be a member of the Society to volunteer, so
encourage family, friends, and neighbors to donate their time. Volunteer today!
Jeff Morgan, President
PWHS Board of Directors

PAGE 3

HI S T O R I C A L P E R S P E C T I V E S S U MME R 2 0 1 5

V O LU M E 2 6 , I S S U E 3

NEWS FROM THE PORT EXPLOREUM
Wayne Chrusciel
July will be a very active month at the Port Exploreum. There are four group tours scheduled during
the month, as well as an anniversary party rental. During
the week of July 20, we will be having a week-long celebration of Mid-Summer Savings, which will include:
Monday, July 20 – Seniors half price admission
Wednesday, July 22 – Kids free with a paid adult admission
Thursday, July 23 – Half price admission when you
bring in a canned food item (Help us help the Food Pantry.)
Friday, July 24 – Maximum family price of $20 (save
$10!)
Saturday, July 25 – Veterans free admission (honoring
those that served us so bravely)
Sunday, July 26 – Save 10% on memberships
Stop in and enjoy savings and the Port Exploreum at
the same time! Also know that if you decide to upgrade
your Historical Society Membership to a Full Membership which includes the Port Exploreum, we will credit

what you paid for your Society Membership towards a
Full Membership, meaning that your Full Membership
will be that much more affordable.
We are often asked
how long the Vern
Biever exhibit be in
place and what will be
the next featured exhibit. As will be the
case with all of our
featured exhibits, the
Biever exhibit will be
displayed for six
months, which means
it will be replaced in
October with our next
featured exhibit, “The
Stories of the Commercial Fishing Families of Port Washing- Port Exploreum grand opening
ton.” This means you
have until October to see not only Vern Biever’s many
Packer photos, but also his WWII photography which is
being displayed for the first time.

PWHS EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR UPDATE
Wayne Chrusciel
As this is the first newsletter published after my hiring as Executive Director, I thought I might introduce
myself to those whom I have not yet met. My name is
Wayne Chrusciel, and for the past three years I have
been part of the Museum Advisory Board. As a member
of the Advisory Board, I oversaw the development of the
business model that was used to bring the Port Exploreum to life, and I also, along with Marc Eernisse and
Mark Dybdahl, helped supervise the construction of the
museum. Last September I took on the role of Interim
Executive Director to assist in opening the Port Exploreum, and then just two months ago I became the Executive Director.
As Executive Director, I will initially focus on the
making the launch of the Port Exploreum as successful
as possible, and I will also assist where I can at both the
Resource Center and the Light Station. Rick Smith,
Linda Nenn, and Kathie Gordon at the Light Station and
Jackie Oleson and Geri Zehren at the Resource Center

will continue their fine work at these facilities.
For those that may wonder, my background is in business, as I own Fireworks Popcorn based in Port Washington. Prior to that I was Development Agent for Subway Sandwiches for 23 years in southeast Wisconsin.
While I have little experience managing a museum, I
do have a great deal of experience with non-profits. I
served on a variety of boards, and have been actively
involved in several committees (Development, Business
Operations, and Governance), and have been President
of the Board of Directors for a private high school in
Milwaukee. It is my hope that my experience with these
organizations will benefit my work with PWHS as I assimilate myself into the world of museums.
I look forward to meeting as many of you as possible
during the next several months, whether it be at the Port
Exploreum, at a Quarterly Meeting, or at either the Resource Center or Light Station. Please feel free to contact me at either 262-268-9150 or email at
crwshall517@hotmail.com.
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ICONIC PIERHEAD LIGHT MAY DISAPPEAR
Linda Nenn
There are few residents of Port Washington that remember our
lakefront without our
iconic white pierhead
light standing sentinel
at our city’s eastern entrance. With its future
questionable, it seems
appropriate to take the
time to share its history
with our readers once
again.
When Wooster Harrison applied for a land
1889 pierhead light
patent in 1835 he envisioned a major shipping port and community that would
one day rival Chicago and Green Bay. The patent was
filed before the founders of Milwaukee laid claim to
their lands. Here Harrison had shallows and a sand
beach, reached by rowing or wading ashore, an impediment he apparently thought easily remedied.
Needless to say, Harrison underestimated the challenges he faced. For, unlike any other community that
was or would be developed on the Great Lakes, Port
Washington had no rivers or natural harbor to offer vessels a safe place to moor when storms blew up on the
Lakes.
The Federal Government agreed to intervene in
1870. They dug and constructed a rudimentary harbor
consisting of two east-west wooden crib piers filled

Steamtug Herbert passing pierhead light circa 1915

with rock, about 100 feet wide and extending east some
120 feet into the lake, abruptly ending in today’s west
slip. Poorly conceived from the start, it facilitated loading and unloading cargo, but failed to offer a safe harbor.
It took another 19 years to convince the government
to mark its entrance. Our first pierhead navigational
light was built in 1889. The square pyramid style structure enclosed a lamp room and watchroom and was
built entirely of wood except for the cast iron 8-sided
lantern that protected a sixth order Fresnel lens. It was
perched atop an open framework, allowing most waves
to pass under it.

Pierhead light in winter circa 1900

The light utilized the latest technology, a gasoline
generator. If working properly the light did not require
a keeper’s presence. Frequent letters from head keeper
Charles Lewis to his superiors stated this was not the
case, as cold weather congealed the fuel rendering it useless, or dampness extinguished
the pilot light necessitating the keeper to traverse the 920’ crib pier and light the standby
oil lamp. It appears this task was extremely
precarious as assistant keepers came and went
very frequently.
A year after construction a raised catwalk
was added. Photos show that the catwalk’s
planks were minimally fastened. Between
1889 and 1924 the “lighthouse” was knocked
out of position numerous times by storms and
boats. The local papers reported at least six
times when Lewis ended up in the water or on
the cement foundation having been washed or
(Continued on page 5)
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(Continued from page 4)

fallen from the
catwalk or
structure.
When necessary, his wife,
Linda Teed
Lewis, took
over his duties
if the assistant
refused.
In 1931,
with the country plunged
into the Great
Recession, the
Federal Government
awarded the
community a
New 1935 pierhead light
War Department project to construct a new 2537-foot breakwater
and harbor to compliment the building of a large coal
fired electric plant. The four year project culminated in
1935 with
the construction of
the pierhead light
essentially
as it appears today.
The 40foot-high
art deco
style concrete and
steel navigational
light sits
atop a 16’
open,
arched concrete base. 1935 pierhead light
When completed it was topped by a cast iron helical lantern that
protected a Fresnel lens that looked like huge headlights
affixed back to back. The rotating light exhibited a red
flash of one second, with an eclipse of 6.5 seconds. The
light was powered by an underwater cable that ran directly from the power plant, with a backup gasoline gen-
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erator installed in a watchroom/garage that had been
built in 1934 on the grounds of our restored 1860 Light
Station up on Lighthouse Hill (St. Mary’s Hill). The
emergency DC power ran through a buried 4” copper
and lead submarine cable that snaked its way across the
Station lawn, down the bluff, and out to the pier.
The Federal Government added one more improvement. The latest diaphone type two foghorn was installed, loud enough to warn mariners and landlubbers as
far away as Grafton that fog was menacing our harbor
entrance. It was also operated from the watchroom.
Enjoy the photos and, if you have the chance, enjoy
the view as the fate of our pierhead lighthouse hangs in
the balance. If the City, County, or a nonprofit organization does not step forward and express an interest in taking ownership of the lighthouse by July 17, 2015, it will
be put up for public auction or possibly dismantled and
replaced by a pole light of some sort. Yes, that is a possibility.
Our Historical Society does not have the funds, possibly as much as a million dollars, to take on ownership,
repair, and maintainance of the light now and into the
future. Milwaukee and Manitowoc pierhead lighthouses,
big enough to contain living-quarters, have been sold to
private owners.

Save the date:
Friday, July 31, 2015
Time: 6-9 pm

For: Summer Night At the Light
Where: 1860 Light Station
311 Johnson Street
Port Washington, WI
Refreshments, music,
tours of the lighthouse,
and an all around great evening!
Cost: $15/person
Please R.S.V.P. to 262-284-9150
by July 24
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THE MAN WITH THE FISH
Jackie Oleson and Mary Flierl
Have you ever wondered
about the origin of the wonderful
image of a fisherman holding a
sturgeon that graces the top of
what was the Smith Bros. Restaurant? The image is now also a
part of the Port Exploreum, gracing the stairway from the first
floor to the lower maritime level.
Recently, at the Resource
Center, we found ourselves with
two different photos of "the man with the fish." Thus
began a quest to discover the stories behind the photos.
In earlier years it was not
unusual to see fishermen toting 200-pound sturgeons
around town. Lloyd Smith
remembers that sturgeon
fishing had been declining,
and it had gotten to be unusual to catch such a huge
one.
When in the 1930s a large
one was caught in the trap
nets, someone decided to get
a picture. Henry Rupert, a
Smith Bros. employee in
charge of smoking fish, was Henry Rupert
selected to hold the fish over his back wearing the oil
skin pants, jacket, and rain cap with a pipe in his mouth,
although at the time he did so reluctantly. Rupert posed
for a photograph that became the company’s trademark

on stationery, menus, and road signs and later inspired a
statue and neon figure.
Recently, members of the Blong family offered the
Resource Center information about the legend of "the
man and the fish." They shared a different version of the
classic photo and a newspaper article about Theodore
Blong. According to Dan Smith, Theodore was a long
time employee of the Smith Bros. market. He too was
asked to strike the same pose for a picture with a sturgeon at the harbor beside the Smith Bros. fish shanty.
It is said that both Rupert and Blong were relaxing
after work at one of the
many taverns on Franklin
Street, likely Schmidler's
on Main and Franklin
Streets, when they were
approached with the request for the photo. One
can imagine the clowning
around that occurred with
the other patrons at the establishment.
A plaster statue of “the
man with the fish” was
Theodore Blong
sculpted in 1965 by Adolph Thiele. When the Smith Bros. building was redeveloped, the statue as well as a neon version were
bought and used by the St. Paul Fish Co.
The original neon image of “the man with the fish”
continues to grace the top of the building which housed
the Smith Bros. Restaurant and now continues as a part
of the city’s history recorded in the Port Exploreum.
“That,” as Paul Harvey used to say, “is the rest of the
story.”

LIGHT STATION S.O.S.
No, this is not an appeal for money! Rather, we
need your TIME! Once again we are looking for
more folks to help as Greeters and Guides at the LS.
If you—or anyone you know—has a few hours to
spare, we would welcome you to the crew. Our regular hours are Fridays from Noon to 4 pm, Saturdays
from 11 am to 4 pm, and Sundays from Noon to 4
pm. If you would like to help, please contact the
Historical Society Office at 262-262-268-9150.
One of the new signs at the light station
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WHAT’S NEW AT THE RESOURCE CENTER?
Jackie Oleson
Several Resource Center volunteers have been working with Ellen Broyles, Director of CPSMS Medical Administration Affairs at Columbia St. Mary’s Hospital, to
select numerous historic images of Port Washington to
loan the hospital for use in their cancer treatment area.
Ellen will have the images reproduced,
framed, and mounted
with signage that identifies the content. Our
thanks to Ellen and
Columbia St. Mary’s
Hospital for its generosity in helping to
share the history of
Schowalter family at reception
Port Washington.
Exhibits on commercial banking in Port Washington
and the Bienlein-Burke Collection are currently on display through the fall months in the Resource Center Gallery. A reception to launch the exhibits was held in May.
Employees of the local banking institutions, including
the Schowalter
family, and
members of the
Bienlein and
Burke families
participated in
the exhibit
opening. If you
have not visited the Resource Center Commercial banking in Port Washington

recently, we welcome
you!
Commercial fishing
will be the focus of the
Port Exploreum following the Vern Biever exhibit. A Wisconsin Humanities Council grant is
underwriting part of the
work required to create
the new displays. The
Jeff and Deborah Beinlein
exhibit will highlight
commercial fishing and fishing families of the past, current charter fishing in Port Washington, and some of the
challenges facing the industry in the future.
We are seeking additional information, photos,
articles, items that
can be borrowed,
and fishing family
descendants that
we might interview. Please contact the Society office at 262-2689150 if you have
something to offer.
A new face on
Beinlein-Burke collection
the second floor is
Christine Jankowski, a history major graduate of Concordia. Christine has experience working in museums
and plans to attend graduate school in the fall. We welcome her experience and help in developing the commercial fishing exhibits.

RC RESTORATION
WORK CONTINUES
There is a saying that with an old building, “things
happen.” Recently, the historic part of the Resource Center plumbing began to create problems. In the near future
the basement floor of the original part of the building
will need to be trenched and new pipe installed. Over
time, large tree roots have gotten into pipes and created
some long-lasting problems. This unexpected work
needs to be done soon and is expected to cost about
$8,200. If you would like to help defray the costs, it
would be greatly appreciated.

“TREE PLANTED BY BARNAM BLAKE IN 1848
—BLEW DOWN IN 189?”
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DONATIONS & MEMORIALS
PORT EXPLOREUM
CAPITAL FUND DRIVE
(DONATIONS AND PLEDGES
SINCE LAST NEWSLETTER)
******
GOAL: $2,540,000
RAISED TO DATE:
$2,422,326.75
(Spring newsletter total raised should have read
$2,348,304.38 not $2,438,304.38)

******
$1,000,000 AND UP
$500,000 to $999,999
$250,000 to $499,999
$150,000 to $249,999
$100,000 to $149,999
$50,000 to $99,999
$20,000 to $49,000
$10,000 to $19,999
$1000 to $9,999
Kirk Deheck Family
Mark Dybdahl (additional gift)
Eernisse Funeral Homes
Fine Line Carpentry
Shirley S. Gruen
Robert F. Henkle, Jr. and Ruth Lansing
Jeff and Rose Morgan (additional gift)
John and Jan Salchert
JoEllen & Rick Schlereth (additional gift)
Steve and Wendy Schowalter
Murray and Sandy Wright

$250 TO $999
Todd and Kathie Gordon
(WE Energies Foundation Match)
Wayne and Margaret Hoffmann
Renee Johnson
(WE Energies Foundation Match)
Tim and Amy Kenesey
Dan and Wendy Laurence
Brad & Amanda Williams Family

UP TO $250
Susanne Ahner
Tom and Lora Didier
Gracie Higgins
Neuens Lumber – Jack Janik

EXPLOREUM
IN-KIND DONATIONS
Brian Barber
Terry Clark Bauman Photography
Bernie’s Meats
The Chocolate Chisel

Duluth Trading Co.
Ewig Bros.
Fireworks Popcorn
Framing Gallery
Tony Katchever
Kissinger Appliance & TV
La Tulipe
Bill and Pat Moren
Pear & Simple
Port Publications
Twisted Willow
John Vernon
Walmart
Wester Premier Promotions
Jim and CJ Wirsching-Nueser

EXPLOREUM DONATIONS TO
CELEBRATE SHIRLI FLACK’S
BIRTHDAY
Mary and Steven Baumann
Cindy and Marty Becker
Pat and Pete Didier
Shirli Flack
Mark and Jane Matheny
Doug and Vicky McManus
Tom and Valerie Miller
Bill and Pat Moren
Agnes Morgan
Kevin and Judeen Morgan
Thomas and Debra Morgan
Ruth and Bud Sova
David and Michele Stricker

MEMORIALS
In memory of Doug Ahsmann:
Ardyce Ahsmann
William and Ann Flierl
Eric and Jackie Oleson
Roy and Geri Zehren
In memory of Audrey Zwickey
Lenys Walden

SOCIETY DONATIONS
In Appreciation for Eric Oleson
Jim and Deb Neulreich
Mark Dybdahl
Bill and Pat Moren

WHEELCHAIR
John and Ann Enright

1860 LIGHT STATION
Mary Jacobs
(for Robert Powers Montaba Family)

LIGHT STATION BRICKS
Antonio San Martin, Jr.

and Adele Gagliardi
Mary Jacobs (In memory of
Robert Powers Montaba)

RESOURCE CENTER
IN-KIND DONATIONS
Jackie Oleson
Geri Zehren

BOOKS/PAPERS/PAMPHLETS/
ABSTRACTS/MAPS
Carol Beck
Mark Cayner
John Enright
Mark Federspiel
Jane Runkel Frederick
& Gladys S. Runkel
Lucille Keagy – Girl Scouts
Ruth S. Pelican
Saukville Historical Society

CREAM CITY BRICKS
Jim Greisch

FURNITURE/TOYS
Richard Fellenz

MARITIME ITEMS
Wisconsin Marine Historical Society

PHOTOS AND NEWSPAPER
CLIPPINGS/PRINTS/POSTERS
Carol Barth
Mark Cayner
Joe and Jane Dean
Al Krick (Margaret Kultgen Krick Estate)
Linda Nenn
Peter A. Oglevie
Lincoln Smith

ANTIQUE METAL & WOOD/
GLASS/FABRIC
Mark Federspiel
Kurt Hoffmann
Wayne and Marge Hoffmann
Jerome & Kathy LeMahieu
Ron Mans
Jackie Oleson
Eleanor Prom
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DENIS SULLIVAN DOCKS IN PORT
Perhaps you have noticed a beautiful sight down at the lakefront on a few weekends this summer. Yes, the Denis
Sullivan, a part of Milwaukee’s Discovery World experience, has docked in our wonderful harbor. She is a recreation of a 19th century Great Lakes schooner and used as
a floating classroom for water education.
The Sullivan’s visits to Port offer deck tours as well as
sailing adventures. Without a Maritime Heritage Festival this
summer, her three summer visits to our shores are a great
opportunity for a family to share a special event without
leaving the city. If you missed her past two visits she will
arrive again on August 21, staying until August 23. Hopefully there will also be a September weekend.
Set sail on the Denis Sullivan. Purchase tickets at
http:goo.gl/srNH87. For special family pricing call (414)
765-8625. Discounts are also offered for Seniors, Veterans,
and Active Duty Military.
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PLEASE PATRONIZE THESE BUSINESS
MEMBERS TO SHOW OUR SUPPORT

www.shirleygruen.com

W. J. NIEDERKORN MUSEUM
& ART CENTER, INC.
302 W. Grand Avenue
P. O. Box 87
Port Washington, WI 53074
262-284-2584

Schooner Peetub
114 N. Franklin Str
262-284-2258

Daily Drink Specials
Sandwiches & Appetizers
ection of
Private Party Room Large Sel

PAGE 11

HI S T O R I C A L P E R S P E C T I V E S S U MME R 2 0 1 5

Suite 200
211 N Franklin St,
53074
WI
,
ton
ing
sh
Wa
Port
00
-99
68
2-2
Phone # 26
LakeFG.com
com/
http://www.lakefg.

V O LU M E 2 6 , I S S U E 3

now
us k like
t
e
L ou’d siif y ur bu to
yo s card re.
nes ear he
app

CHECK OUT THE NEW PWHS WEBSITE
The Port Washington Historical Society’s revised website can be accessed via
http://www.portwashingtonhistoricalsociety.org
or by typing in Port Washington Historical Society into your search engine.
Please remember to use the refresh button on your computer when you access the
page. That will bring up new information on the site and replace the old information.
The refresh button is at the very top of the page with a curved arrow.
When you pass your cursor over it you will get the word refresh, click on it.
Otherwise, you may continue to get old information.

WHERE THERE IS A WILL,THERE IS A WAY
Would you like to know a way to make a very significant difference in the future of the Port Washington
Historical Society? A powerful way is to make a bequest to the Port Washington Historical Society in your
will.
The Port Washington Historical Society is a thriving
organization that is dedicated to preserving the historical significance of the community and the stories of its
people. You can help assure a strong future for the Society by remembering it in your will.
You can bequeath to the Port Washington Historical
Society a specific amount, a percentage of your estate,
or all or part of what remains after other bequests are

distributed. Your attorney or other qualified estate planner can help ensure that your promise to the Port Washington Historical Society is fulfilled by appropriate instructions in your will.
If you already have a will, it can be updated with a
simple amendment called a codicil.
A bequest of any amount is important to the Society’s future. Indeed, where there is a will, there is a very
significant way to remember the Port Washington Historical Society.
For further information, please contact us at
262-268-9150.
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PORT WASHINGTON HISTORICAL SOCIETY
P. O. Box 491
Port Washington, WI 53074-0491
www.portwashingtonhistoricalsociety.org

Upcoming Events
QUARTERLY MEETING
Wednesday, July 15
7:00 p.m.

Wilson House Lakeview Room
Summer Night at the Light
Friday, July 31, 6:00 to 9:00 pm

1860 Light Station

Quarterly Meeting
Wednesday, October 21

Denis Sullivan Tours and Excursions
August 21—23

Port Washington Harbor

For more events,
visit our Facebook page at:

PWHS Annual Gala Fundraiser
Saturday, October 10, 6:00 – 9:00 pm

www.facebook.com/
PortWashingtonHistoricalSociety

Historic County Board Room

The Port Washington Historical Society is a volunteer-run, non-profit 501 (c) (3) organization.

